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38 And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went down from his 

brethren, and turned in to a certain Adullamite, whose name was Hirah.1 

2 And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite, whose name was 

Shuah2; and he took her, and went in unto her. 

3 And she conceived, and bare a son; and he called his name Er. 

4 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and she called his name Onan. 

5 And she yet again conceived, and bare a son; and called his name Shelah: 

and he was at Chezib, when she bare him. 

6 And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, whose name was Tamar. 

7 And Er, Judah's firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the LORD; and 

the LORD slew him.3 

8 And Judah said unto Onan, Go in unto thy brother's wife, and marry her, 

and raise up seed to thy brother. (Deut. 25:5) 

9 And Onan knew that the seed should not be his; and it came to pass, when 

he went in unto his brother's wife, that he spilled it on the ground4, lest that 

he should give seed to his brother. 

10 And the thing which he did displeased the LORD: wherefore he slew him 

also.5 

11 Then said Judah to Tamar his daughter in law, Remain a widow at thy 

father's house, till Shelah my son be grown: for he said, Lest peradventure 

he die also, as his brethren did. And Tamar went and dwelt in her father's 

house. 

12 And in process of time the daughter of Shuah Judah's wife died; and Judah 

was comforted, and went up unto his sheepshearers to Timnath, he and his 

friend Hirah the Adullamite.6 

                              
1 In this chapter wherever you see the name Hirah note that there will be a problem.  
2 Shuah is the name of the girl's father, her name is never given to us.  
3 Er's death comes at the hands of God, because he was evil.  
4 Onan practiced contraception inappropriately.  
5 God killed Onan also. It is important to note Onan was not killed for practicing contraception, but for 

disobedience to his father, which displeased God.  
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13 And it was told Tamar, saying, Behold thy father in law goeth up to 

Timnath to shear his sheep.7 

14 And she put her widow's garments off from her, and covered her with a 

vail, and wrapped herself, and sat in an open place, which is by the way to 

Timnath; for she saw that Shelah was grown, and she was not given unto 

him to wife.8 

15 When Judah saw her, he thought her to be an harlot; because she had 

covered her face. 

16 And he turned unto her by the way, and said, Go to, I pray thee, let me 

come in unto thee; (for he knew not that she was his daughter in law.) And 

she said, What wilt thou give me, that thou mayest come in unto me?9 

17 And he said, I will send thee a kid from the flock. And she said, Wilt thou 

give me a pledge, till thou send it? 

18 And he said, What pledge shall I give thee? And she said, Thy signet, and 

thy bracelets, and thy staff that is in thine hand. And he gave it her, and 

came in unto her, and she conceived by him.10 

19 And she arose, and went away, and laid by her vail from her, and put on 

the garments of her widowhood.11 

20 And Judah sent the kid by the hand of his friend the Adullamite, to receive 

his pledge from the woman's hand: but he found her not.12 

21 Then he asked the men of that place, saying, Where is the harlot, that was 

openly by the way side? And they said, There was no harlot in this place. 

22 And he returned to Judah, and said, I cannot find her; and also the men of 

the place said, that there was no harlot in this place. 

                                                                                              
6 We have to be careful selecting our friends, often an evil friend will get you into trouble.  
7 Sheep shearing time was a festival and time of celebration. It usually lasted a week or more.  
8 Tamar is upset because Judah has gone against his promise to give Shelah to Tamar to replace Er. 

Judah is following the family tradition of deception.  
9 How much?  
10 Tamar takes Judah's family ring which had the family crest on it so there could be no denying it 
belonged to Judah.  
11 Tamar goes back to camp, takes off the clothes and vail of a harlot, and acts like nothing happened.  
12 Judah looks to fulfill the deal, and he sends Hirah back to pay the harlot her kid.  
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23 And Judah said, Let her take it to her, lest we be shamed: behold, I sent 

this kid, and thou hast not found her.13 

24 And it came to pass about three months after, that it was told Judah, 

saying, Tamar thy daughter in law hath played the harlot; and also, behold, 

she is with child by whoredom. And Judah said, Bring her forth, and let her 

be burnt.14 

25 When she was brought forth, she sent to her father in law, saying, By the 

man, whose these are, am I with child: and she said, Discern, I pray thee, 

whose are these, the signet, and bracelets, and staff.15 

26 And Judah acknowledged them, and said, She hath been more righteous 

than I; because that I gave her not to Shelah my son. And he knew her 

again no more.16 

27 And it came to pass in the time of her travail, that, behold, twins were in 

her womb.17 

28 And it came to pass, when she travailed, that the one put out his hand: 

and the midwife took and bound upon his hand a scarlet thread, saying, This 

came out first.18 

29 And it came to pass, as he drew back his hand, that, behold, his brother 

came out: and she said, How hast thou broken forth? this breach be upon 

thee: therefore his name was called Pharez. 

30 And afterward came out his brother, that had the scarlet thread upon his 

hand: and his name was called Zarah19. (Matthew 1:3)  

                              
13 Judah now wants to cover up his indiscretion. He sends his friend to make payment instead of going 

himself. It's always better to clean up your own mess.  
14 The contradiction here is incredible, Judah who has been with a harlot, (Tamar) now wants to 

condemn her for the same thing he has done himself. What goes around comes around.  
15 God will not allow evil to go quietly into the night. What we often think will not be discovered, always 

will. Tamar has proof of Judah's whore mongering, and has twins on the way for a lifetime reminder of 
the result.  
16 Judah's acknowledgement of his sin, and his repentance allow God to use him, and for him to be the 

ancestor of David and eventually the Christ.  
17 The belief that twins skip a generation may have come from this Bible lesson, Jacob was a twin, and 

now the second generation removed, Judah has twins.  
18 Again there is a race in the womb for the birthright and inheritance.  
19 These two are mentioned in the lineage of the Christ as well as Tamar. This is good evidence that God 

uses whom he chooses for his kingdom building.  


